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MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 


Die CU aCe. Bien ts betes s Ge ace) lists Doll cre cho ete Ue a gee 
Local Health Office, 

bh8 Howdale Road, 

Downham liarket. Tel: Downham Market 321 


Also holds the appointments of:- 


pCchoOo Medical Officer, 

Assistant County Medical Officer, 

Medical Officer of Health to Downham Rural District Council, 

Medical Officer of Health to Marshland Rural District Council, 

Medical Officer of Health to Freebridge Lynn Rural District 
Council 


Medical Officer of Health to King's Lynn Borough Council. 
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PUBLIC HEALT? INSPECTOR AND SURVEYOR 


ie! OCC ut .6. 

pounce... OLiices, 

LOWM ola, 

Downham Market. Tel: Downham Market 4331.2 
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Mr.Chairman and Members of Downham Market Urban District 
Counel.. 


I have the honour to present my report for the year 
ending December 31st 1968. 


COUnty Heavin pervice 
Shown below are figures for immunisations carried out by 
general practitioners and local authority staff in my area 


during 1968. 


Smallpox Vaccination 
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Diptheria 
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fea 13 | Bed t BOF i Beat 
Poliomyelitis 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2017 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


httos://archive.org/details/o02916/7553 


Measles Vaccination 
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To my mind, the main event of this year is the institution 
of measles vaccination... At first vaccine was scarce and only 
Prvori ty croupse*«of. young children were treated. but by June. we 
were able to vaccinate all children presented to us. 


The effect of this vaccination has been cbscured by the 
already existing measles infection here, and throughout the 
year the number of cases of measles notified to me remained 
high. lam sure, however, that the good effect will be seen 
more easily nex uae year. Measles has already become a rare 
disease in the United States and will become so in this 
country. 


B.C.G. inoculation against tuberculosis has again been 
successful. I am pleased at the large numbers of parents who 
have agreed’ townavertheiroachildreneprotectedaim Give war. 

| The results of skin tests show that there is virtually no 
tuberculous infection in our srea. This has»-remained so for 
the past seven years and is a good indication of the basically 
healthy situation. 


The 'At Risk' register is now firmly established. This 
Mave NobLT .oaAtaon procedure wherehby all children with 
eongenitalidefects are routinely notified to the health 
authorities. In addition, all factors surrounding the 
mother's pregnancy and confinement, and the child's condition 
at. birth which might-give rise to defect later on, are noted, 
and an annual medical check is instituted. 


Until about ten years ago parents were reluctant to admit 
their child's defect but as a result of widespread information 
and publicity in press, radio and television, parents are more 
aware of the nature of these conditions and demand active 


measures to, alleviate them. This is a welcome change. 
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Oubectrorue “ities lth 'sducatiomtare being greatly va 
by series of programmes presented on television and radi 
Stal Peere culLlle@intdemand toO-givée advice and special pegs 
information after these broadcasts and this is readily given, 
but the fact that they are so well presented eayoh ea the 
burden of the lecturer. 
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nmokinejand lunge cancer. T Lack of progress in reducing 
smoking is so depressing that I do not like to comment. 
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Dr.Malcolm Potts, medical secretary of the International 
Planned Parenthood Federatian stated recently in a report the 
odd fact that for every woman who dies as a possible result of 
taking oral contraceptives, at least 1,000 men and women die 


I 


as 2 direct Tesult of smoking, bul.mo.one werries abouL Lu. 


Oral contraceptives are availabie by doctor's prescription 
OL V,SWaitwesciparettes are, tTreely ,availabie cverywhere. 


Vhewsurenctui. of Cur habits im decidine our pre7yudices 24 
seldom so well demonstrated. 


Pinalion aLewould likesto record my appreciation for the 
assistance and support I have had during the year from the 
Clerk, Public Health Inspector and members of the Local.He 
UibLce GLaLt. 


Se Ta, 


IrtCleeanle wy. 
Medical Officer of Healt! 


Water Supply 


The following details of water supply have been received 
from th Wisbech and District Water Board. 
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Water Analyses 1968 - Downham Urban District 


Hrequent bacteriological examinations have been undertaken 
during 1968 on samples from the Board's sourceworks and the 
distribution system in this area. The results have been of a 
very high standard. Many chemical. analyses have also been 
Carried oul. 


All new mainswere sterilised, samples taken and 
pacteriological examinations made before the mainsvwere put into 
service. No connections were permitted until the water in the 
mains was of the highest standard of purity 


A sample taken on the 31st December, 1968, from the 
18" main at Marham Pumping Station (Marham mixed treated water) 
on which a fluoride estimation was ee out, had a tivormide 
content of 0.02 parts per million (as F). 
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There was one case of contamination of the water supply 
during the year. On the 12th August, 1968, a positive sample 
was obtained from the 12" main at Marham Works. This was a 
possible sampling error as an 16" main sample taken 
immediately before the one from the 12" main was excellent. 

i, repeat sample taken the following day and subsequent sampies 
were excellent. 


Summary of lbxaminations and Analys 


Cs Emi 
Cnemi cal 
ANALYSES 


Bacteriological Examinations 


No. of Nos -OL DMiotee On: 
Saiples Taken TEesos Tests Tests 
Pokeiee Gl epatdive Fositive 
Board's Yorks - 
Raw Waters 2 lel: 1 Lb 
Board's Works - 
Treated Waters bOkt. OF =k 
Taps (Consumers' ) 53 ye . 
Tecals LDO os 15 129 


Total of all examinations and analyses = 887 


Out of the total of treated water samples and samples 
taken from consumers' taps 99.8% were negative on examination 
oe organisms of the coliform group. This represents a 
continued very high standard of bacterial purity. 


Aires O7o Hilts saver 
Chemist and Bacteriologist. 
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SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS, 1968 
Area in acres ate eee re Sug os oP as ut 
POvUleG On O51 «.. es 2° es oe e 2 a8 Pol 
Population 1968 (lstimated) a a a0 at 3 
LIVS BIRTHS pemee. 47 So.FeLene Lene, bopets 
Rate per 1,000 population ae os oh AV 
Tor LaMmini strative Counby oe we en 
tt for England and Wales eas By. ae - 
Meer rnace sive pi riis pers cont or- total Bipois 
DEATHS (all causes) .. a a a 58 a 
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SLLUL BIREGS Ay Ms ote ote 
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ts POCO Administrative County se a a 
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TOTAL LiVi AND STILL BIRTHS ate So oa an 
INFANT DEATHS (deaths under 1 year) .. Si he 
INFANT MORTALITY RATES 


1,000 total Live Births 

7a Counts ue. ae 

fee) 818. Legitimate 
Births 

filegitimeatve infant Deaths -per- 1,000 DPilegieigece 

Live Births 


“Stat tarant Deaths per 
: Penmcheniiresre ty 
Legitimate Infant Deatns per 


one —~NATAL MORTALITY RATE 


Deaths under i! weeks per 1,000 total Live Births) 
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SECTION A 


UNERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES 


1. GENERAL MEDICAL SERVICES 
Norfolk Executive Council 
Horse Fair House, 1/7 St.Faiths Lane, Norwich, Nor.O7Ss. 
er Ver .H. Adams, ESQ. 
2. HAST ANGLIAN REGIONAL HOSPITAL BOARD 
Senior Administrative Medical Officer, 
Dred. Biinyen, Mid.> D-H. , 


WCroft-—Holme" 
oe (a ) GENERA 


Norfolk 


2 


el / Chesterton BOATS eC amor 1d me. 


and Norwich Hospital, Norwich. 

Vest Norfolk and King's Lynn Hospital, King's Lynn. 
Jenny Lind Hospital, Norwich. 
St.James' Hospital, King’ 


s Lynn. (For chronic sick) 
¥ 
High Haven, Downham Market. 
ce 9 
(b) MATERNITY 
West Norfolk and King's Lynn Hosp 
Mill Road Hospit 


pital (Maternity Unit). 
Sds,° Cambrid oe. 
(c) INFECTIONS 

Psotatron- Hospital, King's Lynn: 

Isolation Hospital, Bowthorpe Road, Norwich. 
(ad) SANTORTA 

Kelling Sanatorium, H 


(e) MENTAL 
St.Andrew's Hospital, 


Norwich. 
Hellesdon Hospital, Norwich. 
Little Plumstead, Norwich. 


bh. MATERNITY SERVICES 
~ DISTRICT NURSE: 
Nurse Fox, 


2 Clyor ena 


Yay, Downham Market. 
5. AMBULANCE 
Tad Ss 

the Joint 


AND HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE 


a County Council function and is controlled by 
Ambulance Committee. 


It is worked on an Agency 
basis by the British Red Cross and the Order of St.Jon 
Spgs WN cia 


The Downham Market Urban dare 


n Area is served by the Downnam 
larket Ambulance. 


Infectious Disease cases are conveyed by the King's Lynn 
Infectious Disease Ambulance. 


The Hospital Car Service is administered from the Local 
Health Office, 
15 Nelson Street, Ki 


ns ot 


1g s Lynn. 


6. RED CROSS MEDICAL LOAN DEP 


la 


10. 


the voluntary help given at anne se 


thee loses! torancn!) of -tre British’ hea Gross. 
Meme Nesp voerv ice 
~ The County Home Help Scheme is 


Ot Ce x ime! cases this 


Local Health many 


the aeccd and infirm to remain in their homes 
than would otherwise be possible. Home 


ssion by the 


ced 

~ Downham Market - Mrs.I T.M, Burbeck, “UOC Ouse se 
COUNTY MEDICAL SERVICES 

The Downham Market Ch nila Health Clinic is held at the 
Health Office, Howdale Road. 

An agsistant Medical Officer is in attendance at the 
session wnich is held from 2.00 pam. to u.O00 Dpeme on the 
second Thursday of each month. 

I would again like to register my warm appreciation of 


Ladies 


ms 
aN 


administered from the 
service enables 


much longer 


Helps are engaged 


community is 


Me 


on an occasional basis and their work in the 
ereaciy appreciated. 
VeU a DISEASE CLINIC 

West NOorrotk’ atidq fine & Lynn Hospital. 
Males Females and Chilaren 
SUCKS SID is Gt meer ap Omer 4iirs WUBRSDAL ° 25. OOS. 
PRIORY le 50-0. Me PRY Bre Sore 


DISINFECTION 
The 
Health Inspector. 


amas RATORY SERVICHS 


Public Health Laboratory, 

Bowthorpe Road, Tennis Court 

Norwich. Cambridge. 
unger Che direevi0n or Dra l.i.Dowseuc. 


(bp) Public inalyst:- 
Os OFLC. WOOK: Poel, teh ee 
Clarence House , 
6 Clarence Road, 
Norwich. 


disinfection of premises is carried out by the Public 


& Publie Health haberavers, 


Road, 
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